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A 
SERMON 
*CONCERNING 


Doing Good to Poſterity. 


PsAaLmM Lxxviil 5, 6. 


V. g.--- He eftabliſhed @ Teſtimony in 
Zacob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, 
which he cqmmanded our Forefathers, 
That they ſhould make them known 
to their Children. 

V. 6. That the Generations to come might 
know Them, even the Children which 
ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and 
declare them to their Children. 


HE Title of Benefafor does 

'\.- principally belong to thoſe who 

| : are at preſent uſeful, and like- 
wife oblige Poſterity. 
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racles.of Divine Mercy, than- whilſt they 


and rehearſing 


Such a one was King David, who 
Sery'd his own Generation very Faithful- 
ly,s and having-figiſh'd his Courſe, de- 
Hvered his Lamp to' the ſucceeding Age. 
Of this, as many.are convinced, as either 
read the Hiſtory of his Life, or peruſe 
his P/alms* with Applicationof Mind. 

- And it was his care, amongſt his 
other . Pious, Deſigns , to continue the 
Memory of ' God's Wonderful Works 


from Aze to Ave ; to the end that the 


Conſideration of his Power and Good- 


neſs might effeCtually.. move them to 


obey his Laws.. \ Of Tuch Remem- 
brances they ſtood in great need, being 
apt no longer to. think upon the Mi- 


law them. = 

Wherefore. God himſelf preſcribed 
this way of teaching his Statutes , 
the . Hiſtory of his 
Mighty :AQs, (and: eſpecially thoſe ar 
Horeb Y to their Sons, and their Sous 
Sons. | 
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||. And that | the; 1/rachtes. i night nor 
err -in the. repetition ,. he, caus:dithoſe 
Statutes and Wonders tro be wriitten 
down; not leaving them to the un- 
certainty,,.of Oral Tradicion,, | which 
ſometimes., eithex, paſlerh .by things of 
moment., . or; delivers them down ve- 
ry imperfectly ; and too often brings 
it to, pals.,,.thar. the Legends of one 
Age, become, Hiſtory ,. in. thole that 
follow. | 


God eftabliſh'd a Teſtimony in. Jacob , and 
appointed a Law in Iſrael , which he com 
manded. our Fore:fathers , . That they fhould 
make them known to their children. . © 

That the Generations to come might know 
them, even the children which ſhould | be 
born , who ſhould ariſe. and: declare them to 


their. children. 


.. The Argument of Doing God to Po- 
ſterity, being ſer forth. in. theſe words, 
not” by. any. General Precept ,. but only 
by, the : eſpecial . Inſtance of propagating 
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"he Koni lege: .of his' Law; , ſhall 


uſe | them” rather. as the Occaſion , 'than 
the Ground of this Propolte tion, 


© Thar a Good Man, according to 
© his Tatent and  Citcimſtance , 
© does | endeavour 'in © ſuch -man- 


* ner to Do yood in his trme, that 


© the next Ape alſo "may proba- 
<bly reap the benefit of it. - © 


Concerning this kind of Charity 4 
purpoſe to conſider, | 


T; Fi fit andguf? atheyi is to pu i 7s m 
Prattice. 


\2. That, motwirhſtanding its fitneſs 
Is 5 too general a H/aſe of it. Io: | 
$4 Whence” it Contes *to-"patft thitt « there 


is ſo Common a failure m ſo neceſſary 'a 
Duty. 


—_ BBy "what - - means the Exerciſe of it 


muy be matte more yYegular, lt more 
gant ann” us ; "that 6 "the" Ugpes ty = 
way have -jidf} eauſe"to Bleſs Ala ighry 


for 
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E Daing:Guod to: Pofletity. 


forths® advantages" devived:ta; him: from-this 
GOO" a BY ernio!. q n5m y Arid: 


i'F, Now; Hop of al; j the doin of Gu 
twPs ity, rn tg 0 arzfit an 
ble'Pra raRicey-** DO5 AEM, o3 2 _— « 
' 7. From 2 common Rule, of- Good 
and Bvil: - 
:ir21 "Brom che Obligation which, manis 
mader,' to imitcace'God;:. | b e220 
3. From che Gratitude we iſe 70. for 
mer -s..n6 


2M" This isa Common Rule concerning 
Good,” tor only that ic is-to be! done, hug 


_—_ we are to do what; #pon the whole mats 


is the greateſt good which. we. are ca- 
pale of oing in our Sphere and Con 
» Now Gaod-is inceraſed as-well 


by the Duration of Benefits, - as by-their 


Magnitude and Number; ſo that ip the 
Good be equal i in _ reſpeRs,, he;that 
does the Charity that laſts but « day; does 
well;'but he dre the Good that laſts 
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| ſome years does ſtill better, He NAG 
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6 WE 
of pnodwill, giviesruy 


"a Ser ownrerning/1 | 


 lytoGod/how fewnchey ark. : 


af waldeberevitoA 
thirſty man, performs a Charuable.AB 
ſice ; but that a6” wh is, by much, the 
dremer Benefa&op\:.wib $ opens Fourain 
whiel-From oy mg ED@4 
freſhment to — 
foreÞdy2he!Raaſons:and; $a of 
Goed, a man is requir'd, according;tpthig 
«bt ieultookibaziand thb rervilot chis 


own few and 2 


He is, | 
® Required - to benefit Po x4 that 
OS God anitfue Re- 
whielis dthe-imigarncn of kluwrwhoi 
won worſhip: And: by &ongnCharities 
which nay laſh, wecare\made,-in forme 
na lus Hams foi alloGhaer 
riakheof theGoddneld of, Gixds 
ogy fame che Material: World ad 


acts egioming; that by the ſame\Qrder - 


Nature: (the fameforthe. rain} tt] 


a7 48 (6perab Ages i conveniently 7 
cid .jfres Bi char honb on din er 


EOS of 
Hhberibius; n99:d PA +29 


God 
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' Dat Gvod nPoerdy. 


h3 _ wen mae Lec "Years, chae 

Xhete!* nee (efpegally} 1s! the 
Che Stars i 
lenge tire for Serra) t 
tio wges ive 4 
&ivn;' nſefal, Corenly: a feel 
but in Religion; the Heayens*" 
Mfr ok; deBlabig the yore the Glo- 
7y of-Gud T1916 E3v1 mY OA »\ 01 

File ordained the S:Þbath, the: 'P; ver, 
the Sacrament —_— Eords 'Supper. ©; 


merely fotche: of atly oheKoe! 
is Menwplals of wy tion; of He 
2 of the CARE, 


7Mte ont" of” 
Paſſeon oPour: Teceeniny; for tman ny Ge: 
fefations:!! 971311 if 10529 Oll 4 
gt oh hi ellepSv ie 6p 

heh: 


Snertfice!whoſt Vittfe iii 
inunieated3 or Che afls, ' 4 ſons 
pr Arup hireh'b EFak 

: Helbarifed Hb 24 wn epic 
for theks God&f Wi] 50] l9Wii Fr 


the” hoo whe Were? v brig gf fa, 
were wHitten for-ght"Athriodition,” "upon 
£1979, . Ba "whom 


1Gdd permitted met? in'the ff Age of 


a ag 
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"whom the ends. = the world art = 
For inſtance ;.,we are commanded ro/Re-| 1 
member thewife of Lot, who, ſe many.Yeacs | 1 
290, £looking ;back . toÞpards, Sodom.) 11 WAS 
* Gen. 19. 25, rurn'd 1 into, aÞillar of, Sajt and; Sulpbur*;| | 
26 1e17.32, bEibg puniſh'd In the ſame extraordinary : 
Dear. 29.,23- Way vith. thoſe. unclean Sinners who re-| : 
gapeg It... 1.20% 90:1 121, 47:18 | 
3«,\ There. 1s not A a ficter expreſſion of | 
our graticude to former Ages, than a panty 
Rep ro procure advantage to tho 


after us; as'we,hayg. received 
ef bf tha Q,..WEAT - ;before- US: 
Koro 1 Lo rOM, their Light,:and 
living upon the Effects of their Beneyo- 
lenge... If ng had been .done forus; 
in how miſerable an Eſtate ſhould .we 
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have. come-into. the, orld,: ang. Sugd in in 
Kg. Miucl IRE A uſegably than Adam, 
who in the nce,, enjoy's 


the Earth, wit] nt us Curſe which Dil- 


TI + ever) 
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__ Doing Good to. Poteriny, 
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every Age, how rude, how mean would 
the condition ' of it be 2 How heavily 


would ic be-preſſed with the, burden of 


Neceſſity 2 How much more painful. and 
laborious ' would: this render :the Pilgri- 
mage.of man, which as its, with all its 


advantages, has ſtill irs ſuſficiegt ſhare of 


trouble 2. In-what darkneſs haFws fate in 
reference to.the means of qurRedempti; 
on, if. it had not pleaſed the God of Wil- 
dom ,through the hands of the Chriſtians 
of former Centuries, to. deliver. down to- 
us the-Holy Bible 2 

It does s7 w well. borome us to 


"PaWay a ſenſe of the Favours: of- thoſe who- 


dies before our. times, but. flill live in 
their-benekits ; and:gratefully to celebrate 
theit juſt-Praiſe, and to haye a perpetual 
mclination; whe we have act farthes 
power, to.29, and'to do likewiſe. 


Bur as fit and Juſtas this Tralffes] Is, there 


ſeems (be, ' - 

:\®»:\T.00. grtiinal a diſuſe of i i. Some are 
careful, even to: Anxiecy, but.they ſhows 
that the ſolicitude. is for their ſelves, _ by 


oo their- 


_ backwardubſs +6-dipoling 


thing, fo ranch asby a pe # w—_ 


ler Rero#es! aid Juverclons Uye With thee; 


which"igreat! numbers fucceeding 
pet: hems ooh bee prop Sore 
are not providentfor theiy /elves;andchere- 
_ nor likely to rake due care for Pofte- 
. They will not put # fond intocade: 

can Bud ' df drop anurorh ifrothe 
» Fakes gf ehofe'thari ſhall 
Cow mow ' much leſ#have they'a zeal 
for thefupj porting of Gods Chirch inidif 
ficule times, orthe plantwig of! tre Ret 
Sion inplaces that: wart the bleſſing off ic : 
Fſonaveſ) chat when chey giye-up their 


4vretthedi-lives( as give-ithen up 


miſt; what averfion.foever they 'havero 
i they appetrava Place furrchdrad! af: 
ter # Fong and' redions Siepe; whetelitels 
r-mains, belidesdead Corpies, 5p 
2nd: Rains, boa Ch 
And this pay mein mind of Rtill 4 64 
fern ſaftiof mx, \whs' by \theirjabametity, 
make (uh: Klolniond is thewwtirhes/8 
kate Poſtariry: can ſvarce'iropair. 2: Theit 
SS Ta- 
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Taldubts:fidvi promoting Frath, and. 
duly: Wor flap, but” 'in} forcing: 'Exror: and 
J1dolatry; :notia:Burdirig and Plangng, 
but in plucking up.and deitroyag;” They 
areituicators:ob:; the Godiof: abis 
World, whoſe Delight is Miſchied, :whote 
Triumphs are Barbarities.. Fire and Sword 
are'the Inſtruments of, cheir:Glory : They 
Jpareicither thei Bodies of: the:Ji\ving,) mor 
the Monwnents.of the Dead: . "Phiey Jay 
waſte 3n a few-Homs, frrong  and-bbauti- 
tul Cities; which were the Fraie of the Ares 
and:Laboursof former Times. One: would 
chinkchoy would anticipate Doomdday:ic 
tedf; if"theix 'Boxce were >equal' to-thevr 
Priderand>Malice : 'Fhough that forr iof 
-men; ofall-othersin-crhe World, -hayerhe 
leaſt reaſon to haſtewaht Day of. Wudpe- 
ent: Wiher cheir Aits ſhall bezehear- 
fedbefore the: Cbildreds that; are yer unborn, 
they: will: ciſe- up warh juſt ———— 


and call-then Memories aocurled-.. 


obfo( "__ Co hee rho: thie 


pl, 


J. We 


"N G "> HSA IAA, 5 AC BN oooget ot 
þ iid ul 
n % x 
4.4 


—{c 


Al Sermon concerning 


a. AA. At 


3. Weenquire into the Cauſes wb this 


Uncharitableneſs, weſhall wichourt muich 
difficulty, find them amongſt the ill-Prin- 
ciples and diſorderly Lufts and Paſſjons and 
Hamours of unreaſonable men. -'' As for 
example; at ers Þ gion Hrs 
The Atheiftical, if they follow the con- 
ſequences of their Opinion , terminate 
cheir Deſigns, as they imagine they do 
their humane Beings, in this. Life. 
' Thoſe who live by Senſe, whofe Ob- 
jeAsare preſent, have no regard for ſuch as 


. 


they ſhall never live to ſee-;-/for ſuch as 


are not capable of returming/ them imme- 
diate thanks, of : makingthem Preſents, 


of pleaſing them with flatteries; of  rett- | 


dring them ſuch ſervices as are molt grate« 
ful'to fleſh and blood. ©: 

- \- The-flothful: will not be acithe pains to 
build -or to uphold, to. manure or-culti- 
vate, to catechiſe a Child, or inſtru& a 
Servant, or diſcreetly.to: 'reprove an irre- 
gular Neighbour: "They willler their own 
Vinejards be over-run, in their own times, 
with Briars and Thorns, 


The 
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+-:I-be : Careleſs rand: Voluptuora;. areit con 


rented co think (if thinking be: ar any 


- time"the_-exerciſe; of.-ſuch -Aﬀectors- of 


Eaſe); thati Peace and Plenty will laſt for 
thewDays andthas is-all 'the:'Ecernicy: 
they care. for 5. thaiigh by ſuchnegte, 
Ruin,ofren comes /down/upaon-their Heads: 
before: ;theirtern:.of Life is expired.) 80; 
«-commonly- happens:tothe Prodigal: 'mhor 
inſpe:& not their Aﬀairs, and. believe their 


. Fortune to be ſufficient for their Time , 


and. in that Imagination, . ſay; to. their 
Seuls, - Take: - your "Eaſe ;. and 1dream" on 
ul they-:are ſurpriz'd by-'Paverry:' 


. Andjifirheir looſe and ſwift way: ob living: 


petmics them to number; many Years; 
there remain to them the feweſt Supplies 
in that Age which has the moſt and 
greateſt; needs;.:the” Age of - Labour i and 


I'2 _Furtbermore,; 71 bas 29973332 Ni 
:o: The d-natur'd beter the: eſt: of: the 
World; and!arc netiglealed:thar.the fate: 
of it ſhould -be.bettered by, chem;'; Qur of 
tall}, | C che 
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che. abundance of ſuch an'iſt 3 Mearrtame 
char worſt of Sayings prenomced by 
one of 'the 'Byural: Heathens, When I 

leave the. World, let' Earth and: Five mingle ; 
or, \ et the: Frame of Nature be imme- 
diaely- diflolv'd. "He :wauld' have for- 
prom wicked/Words, if -he- had bur 
wy "of ki more:dreadfu}: Fire 
which:Divinie has MM 
akaiablel' 


Hanover, the Prond Wn. the Deſigning; 
who, are them(clves ignotant,” will 6s 
purpoſe '. deny 4 liberal Educxtion #o 
chole: Chitdren 'who are under their'Corn- 


_ duct; leſt. they grow + to0 > ELIE _— 


bor chem. 
tf ;f S119 t DSHIV WAY £18 
«From: the? Gag Paſſion "Y is} "that | 
Wicked Men endeavour to hinder. doth 
preſent and future' Good, by depreſ- 
ling generous and worthy Perfors, &- 
OS complain, with that 


avvier' Belifativs -; 6d It 'wasirion z 
= Cris en hart us, 


. 
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\- Likewiſe, \the” (ovetous either 'ſtifle the 
y Wills of the Charitable, or forbear to 
I | #ulfll them ;' \converting that 'to "their 


— 


ps own uſe; which was pioully intended for 
e- others, 105 ph | 
_ 


uſt Alſo, the Malicious ftudy on purpoſe 
re w leave: That' which muſt - 09 to others, 1n a 
he euinous Condition. | It may be, without 
2 Houle for ſhelter, or a Tree for ſhade, 
or a Field not worn out with perpetual 
p, bearing; or/a'' Paper: for /DireCtion, and 
ov | forthe determination”of Strife ; much 
zo | more without '& 'Prayer for che | Pro- 
\ punt of thole- who ſhall come after 
le & 28 F, 4 4 


Again, of ſome Men of revengeful 
Diſpofitions, it has been {aid, That on 
their very Death-Beds, | a folemn Time 
In- which: 'norhing ſhould ' ſupplant the 
Love 'of 1God and Man ; | when their 
abundant Charity ſhould, through Ohrift, 
'T 'w=4Y their Way to the Mercy'of God, 

before whom they are ſuddenly to ap- 
e- | C 2 Pear } 
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-pear 7] thar;-:being engaged in»; verati- 
us Sys and, Quarrels -with ochers; they 
have given-is m- charge-to. the-Heirs/:of 
their,” Families, to: keep -up-the |Grudg, 


and to continue the Controverly from 
Generation .to Generation. 


fr q i #: « S "M on 1 Vh 3 
Finalh, Where::this\Evil Temper (3 


bounds, it/ entails Trouble, and. Confn- 


ſion”; For it. requires, hirile! skill ro ubfix 
and embroil, - but. a great-deal'-ta eſta- 


'bliſh. May That( as we hope; and as'we 


pray.) be, -for the tuture,the-Wi/dom :of 
this Age, tothe end/that ie: miay: flouriſh 
in) True Religion, in Unity; io Plency, 
Peace and Health, and by that means 


become a Bleſſing ro thele Lands for- 


_ * 
Ls 
eve. ot Io na arm To ,x 
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1G 361: 1 1 5 ian 
_ -; 'Fheſe Evil. Principles,» Lufts, : Paſſions, 


and-- Mours [which L, have-:meotioned,; 
Argi-ther Cauſes of the, Decay; of that 7 gd- 
nerons Chatiry: ſy/ bedeficial/ ro the Ages 
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rate-David,; , the G 
who hath a Bleſſing for every Age: and 
who, when he reſted from the Work of (re- 
xoVi- 


- 
- 
. 


mentioned --Paſſiens are to be ſubdu'd by 


pious Confideration, by Prayer, for the e- 


Chriſtians, whole. Hears are. eolarged, by 
Os 1g. the. holy Scriptures, and in chem, 


l Veco udly,- being thus made capable of 
doing preſent and. future Good ; that ws 
Dy 401 it 45; WP aught «he. pert 
the right Scope,the Decence, the. Zuſtice of Ir, 
are well to be weighed, Ik 

| And; ; 


—_—_ 


David.; or rather, the God of David, 
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And, Firſt., Good-Will ought "tobe the | 
Fa g which. moyes Men that 'benefic 
| e W 


boſutceed them ; for jtis'no'VYet- 


06" t6/ leave that” behind. Rt which' Death 
will nor permit us to carry away. | " Dives 
aid up Goods for many years , and he left 
thera to Orhers, wichour being tq them 


z\Benefattor,; for, be laid them up for him- 
hi, _ a vain and preſurpruous' ſip- 
icion of long Life; in which he _ 


ed, by the ſurprizin 
Jaftice of chai eters God, *who ſai 
-ro Him , Tho ©Foot ? this Night thy Saul 


That be taken from thee, 


 Agdin, This Good-Will is to be diretted 


= a right and profitable Sco bf that Cha- 


may. nor ne blinded ne goes 
| wh "bath founded many Eecis, and 
left "great Revenues, arid enriched 'many 
Shrines, to the hurt 'of Totes erity, by yet 
h RE A 2s ſe Deities and 
Si and by encouragin a Worſhip 
from Ape ro Age, ih "the Tris 
Golf cantake no Plefure, 2 


There 
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| - There is alſe t& be. obſerved, in 'this | 
Pra&ice, a Decency, which forbids aMan 


robe ſeverely Penwians all his days, . for 


the. doing! 4; greater Good: at the left. -It is 


ac, He:iz.nor:to be. condetnned for cut- 
ting off unnecaſlary. Pomips| and: Expert 


ces..in- order/\ta{0; good: an End':. And: 


he' may be bold: with himſelf... 


hee may be-a; londable; khglicy, 


there muſt not wn a ſordidneſs in. his: Self 


denial. 


Hd412-th4s,) That: Juſtice, as well-as De-- 


cer betaimet: abl; Meo who: pionſly: de- 


are: nÞt:t0: :docBvy that Good miay 


come of ir; ot, to be uajult, efflors, . 
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Inſtance of Backwargneſs in Public Man- 


| nagers to reward thoſe who. have undone 


themſelves, by ſome uſeful. Invention , 
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The Hof may be taken from Fes tur 
pleaſure which is found in all good As, and 
particularly of thaſe-of that kind 6fwhich 
we.:have Speaking. Pleaſure maehr 
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of worthy things! / After this Men fo na- 
wurally thirſt, -that-ſome have affected the 
Luke 52: 25- Name of. "9343, or Benefattors:who have 
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God's ſpecial' favout, believed” not her 
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Religtous foe, which for before the 
Unprofitable ( the unprofitable ro Men, 
for God we cannot prefit) the Terrors of 
the great Day, And, laft of all, 


Religious Flope, which moves us to 
be uſeful, in all our Capacities, whilſt 
time laſts, upon the moſt. comfortable 
proſpect of an Eternal Recompence. 
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